






cured lawns and rose gardens. “We 
have just completed planting more than 
8000 new roses,” Tracey says. After 
the ceremony guests can enjoy drinks 
overlooking the city skyline while the 
bridal party has photos taken on the 
expansive grounds.

Photos
If you are after relaxed and candid 
photos, having your guests nearby can 
help. Guests can jump in spontaneously 
to be part of a photo or your photogra-
pher can capture guests having a drink 
or a chat – a moment you may not 
have on film to cherish if your guests 
were not nearby.

Weekend affair
Grange Group spokeswoman Sharon 
Ho says weekend weddings in one loca-
tion are proving to be popular choices 
for couples at their four country prop-
erties across Victoria. “We are finding 
the bride and groom really want to 
make the most of their day and turn it 
into a weekend,” she says. “And it’s 
not just the couple, the guests have so 
much fun having a weekend away.  
“We find Sunday breakfast is what 
really tops it all off.”

One of the best things about getting 
married in a non-traditional setting is 
choice. Sharon says choosing one of 
the Group’s venues for your wedding 
day means couples can select where to 
have their ceremony on the property. 
You can begin your married life 
together anywhere from an intimate 
lounge to a balcony with cascading 
hills as your backdrop. Or just be 
guided by the weather.

If the great-outdoors appeal, say 
your vows at the Royal Mail Hotel  
at the foot of Mt Sturgeon in the 
Grampians. The venue caters for recep-
tions and luxury accommodation.

Sense and dollars
One venue can not only simplify your 
big day, but the planning stage can run 
more smoothly too, says Sara. “Having 
your wedding at one venue definitely 
means there is less to organise because 
you are liaising with just one venue 
rather than two or three.” 

Financially, you can also reap the 
benefits. Sara says one-venue weddings 
can be budget friendly because often 
there is no extra charge for the cere-
mony space and cars are not needed  
to transport the bridal party from one 
location to another. b

One of the  
best things about  
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a non-traditional 
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Spray Farm interior; after the outdoor ceremony; 
(below) take a walk up the garden path (right).

The Upper Gallery 
at Montsalvat.

Dessert at Flemington Events Centre 
and (below left) a pretty table setting. 

(right) Royal Mail Hotel.

Montsalvat exterior; (below)  
a ceremony by the pool.
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